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NCAD is the force driving critical practice and radical innovation through excellence in art 
and design. NCAD shapes the material world domestically and internationally through 
inclusivity, public discourse and cultural engagement.

NCAD is one of four designated specialist higher education institutes in Ireland. NCAD is 
recognised as a sector leader national and internationally. NCAD is the only Irish art and 
design knowledge provider ranked in the world’s top one hundred and top 20 in Europe.

NCAD consists of four schools – Design, Fine Art, Education and Visual Culture NCAD has 1,000 
full time students and a further six hundred students who are taking evening courses. NCAD is 
the only Irish art and design institution to offer highly intensive three year B.Des and BA, plus 
two year masters, degrees in a wide variety of specialist and interdisciplinary subjects.

The School of Design comprises jewellery/metals, fashion, product, interaction, medical 
device, visual communication, printed textiles and surface design. In design the emphasis 
is on solving specific problems set by project. While students are expected to master the 
relevant technologies, conceptual innovation, user-need, and aesthetics are stressed equally. 
NCAD aims to deliver a broad professional practice education in design, including real-world 
work experience, to better prepare our graduates for a variety of rewarding careers either as 
part of a team in industry, or by working individually in a studio or small business.

The School of Visual Culture interacts with other schools in providing the visual culture 
elements of all NCAD degrees. In both the fine art and design courses, the element of history 
and theory of art and design is essential in assisting artists and designers to place themselves 
within a larger historical, intellectual, social and stylistic context. Within contemporary fine 
art practice, theory has become increasingly important. The Joint Course BA degree makes 
special provision for the student who wishes to explore art history and studio practice in 
art and design to an equal extent. For all students there is a requirement to attend regular 
lectures and submit written papers culminating in a thesis in the final year. The well-stocked 
College Library is a central resource for all courses.

The School of Education provides for the education of teachers of art, craft and design in 
second-level schools. There are two modes available: the four-year joint honours degree in 
Design or Fine Art and Education, and the two-year Professional Master of Education in Art & 
Design. The School also provide a two-year Professional Master in Socially Engaged Art (part 
time mode). The Centre for Continuing Education in Art and Design is part of the School of 
Education and offers a range of part-time courses including certificate courses.

http://www.ncad.ie


The school of fine art emphasises seeing the world anew, placing the accepted and 
unquestioned into a different light, exploring the boundaries between the private and public 
sphere, between the individual and society, and doing it visually. All departments in the 
School of Fine Art, Media, Painting, Fine Print, Sculpture and Applied Material Cultures help 
students to develop a highly individual way of seeing and interpreting, and of expressing 
themselves visually. Emphasis is placed on visual awareness and artistic analysis, on 
acquiring skills in the use of both traditional and new materials and media.

The College has been a recognised college of the National University of Ireland since 1996, 
in 2011 it became a Recognised College of University College Dublin (UCD). www.ucd.ie

Main strengths
NCAD produces highly qualified graduates who have extensive transferable knowledge, 
technical skills and considerable real-world work experience. NCAD specialises in creative 
enterprise, human centred design and social innovation.

NCAD develops and commercialises intellectual property. In 2013, NCAD established NCAD 
Origin8 as its campus company incubator. NCAD Origin8 works closely with NovaUCD as part 
of a two party consortium supported by the Technology Transfer Strengthening Initiative 
2 programme. In 2014, NCAD commercialisation spin-out companies accounted for an 
impressive 7% of the national total output from higher education institutions. To date we 
have had three spin-outs, one of whom has progressed to High Potential Start-up status with 
Enterprise Ireland.

NCAD Schools of Education and Fine Art both foster strong social innovation partnership 
programmes. Working closely with a wide range of stakeholders, including local schools, 
NCAD has a large expanded academy where enhanced teaching and learning adds tangible 
value to societal and cultural economies, as well as extending our own educational offer.

What services do you have to offer enterprise
See: http://www.ncad.ie/research-and-innovation/origin8

NCAD Origin8 also functions as the NCAD client gateway where real-world research 
partnerships can be brokered, significantly expanding our academy and enhancing our 
educational offer. Averaging over 55 external client projects per year, there are many links 
with industry where design researchers, staff and students work on knowledge transfer 
partnerships with commercial firms and manufacturers. Many research agreements are 
supported by Enterprise Ireland, through schemes such as the innovation research vouchers. 
(see: http://tinyurl.com/zzpb6h4). Other contract research partnerships are funded by sme’s 
and corporate clients. We establish a portfolio of service agreements with industry clients 
who can help us create research impact and meaningful teaching and learning opportunities.

http://www.ucd.ie
http://www.ncad.ie/research-and-innovation/origin8


NCAD specialises in task analysis and proof of concept design research
• NCAD specialises in design development, ergonomics and aesthetics
• NCAD specialises in high quality design & product prototyping
• NCAD specialises in CAD/CAM design development
• NCAD specialises in design for manufacture
• NCAD specialises in design illustration
• NCAD specialises in graphic design, visual communication and branding
• NCAD specialises in front-end user interface design

Key projects with employers/local business
The NCAD Medical Devices MSc programme is completely immersed in healthcare research 
in partnership with industry. Each year interdisciplinary postgraduate students work directly 
with a wide range of clients including medical device companies, hospitals, clinicians, 
dentists, veterinary surgeons, and diverse sme’s. NCAD Medical Devices has developed 
longstanding research partnerships with St Jame’s, St Vincent’s and Mater Hospitals, as well 
as the Royal College of Surgeons Ireland. NCAD Medical Devices has developed partnership 
links to international businesses including Hollister, Boston Scientific, ResMed, and Stryker.

NCAD & Newbridge Silverware:
NCAD jewellery and metals area have an annual knowledge transfer partnership (ktp) with 
Newbridge Silverware now in its 11th year. This partnership helps NCAD students learn 
computer aided design and computer aided manufacturing skills in the agile world of 
commercial manufacturing and retail. Newbridge Silverware receive extensive collections of 
innovative commercial jewellery designs to add to their product range. Newbridge Silverware 
make a significant annual investment in NCAD, including funding and human resources, 
through this valuable KTP.

 William Doyle, CEO, Newbridge Silverware said:
 “We are delighted to celebrate 11 years of this fantastic partnership with NCAD. As an Irish 

company, we are passionate about fostering young creative talent and providing up and 
coming designers with the opportunity to showcase their work in a professional setting. We 
look forward to the initiative each year.”

 Derek McGarry, Head of Innovation & Engagement said:
 “This annual project delivers significant teaching and learning impact for both partners. 

Newbridge Silverware invite NCAD into the high tech world of contemporary manufacturing. 
They also inform our designers about the commercial design reality of the retail industry. 
There are so many invaluable learning components built into our annual project. Newbridge 
Silverware know what works and what doesn’t. There is no soft soaping nor should there be. 
This project brings new and viable jewellery collections into the market place, they have to 
sell or they are killed. It’s that simple. So this ktp experience provides NCAD graduates with a 
unique and highly valuable competitive advantage, one that helps to set them apart in the 
jobs market.”
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