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Profile of your organisation
Established by Cardinal John Henry Newman in 1854, UCD has grown to become Ireland’s 
largest and most globally engaged University. Ranked within the top 1% of higher education 
institutions worldwide, UCD has an enrolled student body of some 33,460, including almost 
6000 students on campuses overseas. Over 7000 international students choose UCD as their 
international University of choice each year, representing 131 nationalities on campus.

UCD is one of Europe’s leading research intensive institutions, offering the broadest, most 
diverse curriculum in Ireland, structured around 6 Colleges:
• UCD College of Arts and Humanities
• UCD College of Business
• UCD College of Engineering and Architecture
• UCD College of Health and Agricultural Sciences
• UCD College of Science
• UCD College of Social Sciences and Law.

The role of UCD within Irish higher education is underscored by the fact that UCD alone 
accounts for over 30% of international students, over 25% of all graduate students and 
almost 28% of all doctoral enrolments across the seven Irish universities. The innovative UCD 
Horizons programme encourages personal and academic growth amongst students with over 
50% taking modules outside of their main area of study.

As Ireland’s largest university, with its great strength and diversity of disciplines, UCD 
embraces its role to contribute to the flourishing of Ireland; through the study and discussion 
of people, society, business, economy, culture, languages and the creative arts, as well as 
through research and innovation. The University’s Strategy 2015-2020 outlines the objectives 
and major strategic initiatives set in place in order to accomplish UCD’s mission and vision 
for this era.

Main strengths
• Number one in Ireland in QS Employer Reputation Survey – 129th in the world.
• Globally recognised for excellence in teaching and learning – 9 subjects are ranked in the 

top 100 in the world out of 30 subjects (QS World University Ranking by Subject 2015) and 
the University is first in Ireland in 12 subjects.

• UCD expertise is recognised worldwide, with international accreditations for UCD degrees 
from the world’s leading professional organisations in Veterinary Medicine, Medicine, 
Architecture, Regional and Urban Planning, Engineering and Diagnostic Imaging. 



The UCD Michael Smurfit Graduate School of Business is one of less than 60 schools 
worldwide to hold triple accreditation from the US, Europe and the UK accrediting bodies.

• UCD’s commitment to innovation and entrepreneurship recognises the importance of 
actively participating, contributing and collaborating to exploit leading-edge research and 
development outputs. In 2014 UCD was ranked 5th among European universities for its 
track record in educating successful entrepreneurs.

• UCD Career Development Centre engaged 17110 students in career and professional 
development activities in 2015/16. The Centre facilitated the talent-employer interface, 
including a series of sectoral Recruitment Fairs and over 100 employer-led presentations. 
Over 2500 job vacancies were promoted to UCD students and the Centre engaged directly 
and indirectly with 3250 graduate employers.

What services do you have to offer enterprise
Talent Acquisition & Development (www.ucd.ie/careers & www.smurfitschool.ie/
executivedevelopment/)
• A range of annual events, programmes, workshops and other activities that facilitate 

employer graduate and intern recruitment strategies and enhance students’ professional 
development and career progression.

• Executive Education and Continuous Professional Development opportunities to enhance 
your career prospects through professional development opportunity available at, for 
example, UCD Michael Smurfit Graduate Business School.

Research & Innovation (www.researchandinnovation.ie)
• UCD Industry Affiliate Programme. Enabling UCD researchers to interact and collaborate 

with industry.
• Build your R&D programme.
• License technologies. Exploit UCD’s growing portfolio of licencing opportunities.
• Innovation Partnership Programme. With up to 80% funding provided by Enterprise Ireland, 

this programme helps businesses access the latest skills and expertise at UCD.
• Partner with UCD in the Irish Research Council’s employment based Postgraduate 

Programme.
• Research expertise. Partner with UCD on small and large scale R&D projects.
• Locate at Nexus UCD. Excellent accommodation and facilities for those seeking to be 

in close proximity to UCD’s world-class research base.
• Access new technologies. Technology licencing opportunities across a broad range 

of sectors are available at UCD.

http://www.ucd.ie/careers & www.smurfitschool.ie/executivedevelopment/
http://www.ucd.ie/careers & www.smurfitschool.ie/executivedevelopment/
http://www.researchandinnovation.ie


Key projects with employers/local business
Insight Centre for Data Analytics. At Insight we undertake high impact research in data 
analytics that has significant impact on industry and society by enabling better decision 
making.

Insight brings together leading Irish academics from 5 of Ireland’s leading research centres 
(DERI, CLARITY, CLIQUE, 4C, TRIL), previously established by Science Foundation Ireland 
(SFI) and the Irish Industrial Development Authority (IDA), in key areas of priority research 
including:
• The Semantic Web
• Sensors and the Sensor Web
• Social network analysis
• Decision Support and Optimisation
• Connected Health.

The Irish Centre for Research in Applied Geosciences (iCRAG). The Irish Centre for Research in 
Applied Geosciences is transforming geoscience research in Ireland, directly supporting more 
than 100 highly skilled researchers from across seven research institutes.

iCRAG focusses on the discovery, de-risking and sourcing of raw materials, water and 
energy resources that are critical to our economy. The centre is funded by the Department 
of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation (through SFI’s Research Centres Programme) and by 55 
industry partners that include Geoscience Ireland, Tullow Oil and Petroleum Infrastructure 
Programme.
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Phone 01 7167678
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Job Title Director, UCD Research
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