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Introduction 

The engagement between education and training providers and employers through the Regional Skills Forum needs to be based on 
the shared understanding of the labour market they are operating in. Both sides represent the key players in relation to the local 
labour markets, one on the side of the demand for skills (employers) and one on the side of the supply of skills (education and training 
providers). The availability of labour market information is critical in ensuring that the engagement between the education and 
training providers and employers results in an evidence-based, well-informed dialogue about the issues regarding the supply and 
demand for skills and a mutual agreement on how best to resolve issues identified.  

The labour market information presented here is aimed at providing a starting point in relation to the evidence upon which the 
engagement should be based. It contains a selection of tables, charts and info-ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎǎ ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ όD±!Σ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΣ 
enterprise base), labour market indicators (employment rate, unemployment rate etc.), demand (employment trends, profile of recent 
hires, vacancies, immigration statistics, estimates of recruitment requirement by broad skill group) and supply (graduate output and 
unemployment). It also provides an overview of some issues identified through recent analysis of the labour market, including skill 
shortages and labour turnover.  

The data and analysis presented here has been prepared using the data held in the National Skills Database, which collates a wide 
range of datasets and models on demand and supply of labour at occupational level.  This includes data from the Central Statistics 
Office, Department of Education and Skills, Department of Social Protection, Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation and a 
number of models for labour market analysis developed by the SLMRU, including the Labour Market Transitions Model and 
Occupational Employment Projections Model.  

The information will be updated in line with the availability of updates of the underlying data sets.  

Skills and Labour Market Research Unit (SLMRU), SOLAS 

May 2016 

regionalskills@solas.ie 
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Gross Value Added (GVA) by region at basic prices (euro million) 

Source: Analysis by SOLAS (SLMRU) based on CSO County Incomes and Regional GDP 2013 

Note: 2014 figures are estimates 
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Gross Value Added (GVA) at basic prices by region and sector 

Source: Analysis by SOLAS (SLMRU) based on CSO County Incomes and Regional GDP 2013 

GVA at basic prices by region and sector, 2013 (euro million) Sectoral distribution of regional GVA at basic prices, 2013 
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GVA per person at basic prices (euro) 

Source: Analysis by SOLAS (SLMRU) based on CSO County Incomes and Regional GDP 2013 
Note: 2014 figures are estimates 
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Indices of Gross Value Added (GVA) per person at basic prices by region (State = 100) 

Source: Analysis by SOLAS (SLMRU) based on CSO County Incomes and Regional GDP 2013 
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Disposable income per person by region, 2000-2014E (euro) 

Source: Analysis by SOLAS (SLMRU) based on CSO County Incomes and Regional GDP 2013 

Note: 2014 figures are preliminary estimates 
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2008  2012 2013 2014E 
% change 

2012-2013 
% change 

2008-2013 

% Deviation 
from State 

average 

Cork 22,552 19,194 18,915 19,532 -1.5% -16.1% 1.1% 

Kerry 19,559 17,322 16,653 17,154 -3.9% -14.9% -11.0% 

South-West 21,869 18,784 18,420 19,012 -1.9% -15.8% -1.5% 

State 22,565 18,964 18,707 19,309 -1.4% -17.1% 



Disposable income per person by county, percentage deviation from the State average, 2013 

Source: Analysis by SOLAS (SLMRU) based on CSO County Incomes and Regional GDP 2013 
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Number of active enterprises by region (private business economy), 2012  

Source: Analysis by SOLAS (SLMRU) based on CSO Business Demography data 

Note: Private business economy covers NACE Rev. 2 sectors B to N (excluding  activities of holding companies) 

57,989 

27,386 

20,395 18,332 17,975 16,381 14,584 

9,302 

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

60,000

70,000

D
u

b
lin

S
o

u
th

-W
e

s
t

M
id

-E
a
st

B
o

rd
e
r

S
o

u
th

-E
a

st

W
e

s
t

M
id

-W
e
st

M
id

la
n

d



Number of active enterprises (private business economy), South West, 2008-2012 

Source: Analysis by SOLAS (SLMRU) based on CSO Business Demography data 
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2008  2011 2012 
% change 

2011-2012 
% change 

2008-2012 

Cork 24,961 21,895 21,482 -1.9% -13.9% 

Kerry 7,373 6,153 5,904 -4.0% -19.9% 

South-West 32,334 28,048 27,386 -2.4% -15.3% 

State 216,265 189,055 185,530 -1.9% -14.2% 



Number of active enterprises by sector, South West, 2012 

Source: Analysis by SOLAS (SLMRU) based on CSO Business Demography 2012 
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Distribution of active enterprises by sector, South West, 2012 

Source: CSO, Business Demography 2012 
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Distribution of active enterprises and persons engaged by company size, South West, 2012 

Source: CSO, Business Demography 2012 
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Active enterprises Persons engaged  

Size class Cork Kerry 

Under 10 91.1% 91.6% 

10 - 19 4.9% 5.0% 

20 - 49 2.6% 2.1% 

50 - 249 1.2% 1.1% 

250 and over 0.2% 0.1% 

Size class Cork Kerry 

Under 10 32.2% 41.2% 

10 - 19 11.4% 14.7% 

20 - 49 13.2% 12.5% 

50 - 249 19.9% 22.3% 

250 and over 23.3% 9.4% 



Distribution of persons engaged by sector, South West, 2012 

Source: CSO, Business Demography 2012 
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Industrial activity,  South West 
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Number of medium-large business by sector, South West, 2014  

Sector Cork Kerry Total 

Industry 86 13 99 

Construction 13 1 14  

Wholesale & retail 88 16 104  

Transport 11 2 13  

Accommodation & food 40 29 69  

Information & communication 14 2 16  

Finance etc. 10 2 12  

Professional services 36 2 38  

Admin & support 16 3 19  

PAD 8 4 12  

Education 43 8 51  

Health 39 6 45  

Other NACE 15 5 20  

Total 419 93 512  

Source: SLMRU analysis of DataIreland (Kompass) data 



Distribution of companies (medium-large) by sector, South West, 2014 
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Employers: wholesale & retail (medium-large), South West 

Source: SLMRU analysis of DataIreland (Kompass) data 



Employers: high-tech* manufacturing (medium-large), South West 

*High-tech includes pharmaceuticals, medical devices and computing/ electronic/ 
optical products 

Source: SLMRU analysis of DataIreland (Kompass) data 



Employers: food & beverage manufacturing (medium-large), 
South West 

Source: SLMRU analysis of DataIreland (Kompass) data 



Employers: accommodation & food (medium-large), South West 

Source: SLMRU analysis of DataIreland (Kompass) data 






































































































